

















CGM] ARCHITECTS

DESIGNING CAYMAN'’S

AIRPORT OF THE FUTURE

he original collection of buildings forming

I the old Owen Roberts Airport Terminal

had adequately served the pre-boom

Cayman of the '60s and early '70s. By then, how-

ever, it was clearly time to prepare Grand Cayman

for its future as a financial center and tourism des-
tination, heavily reliant on air traffic.

The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)
sent Al Wason, an economist from Barbados, to
advise the Cayman Islands Government on a
facility which would be able to meet its financial
obligations to the bank. An assumed annual use
of 440,000 passengers was the basis for the ter-
minal design, which was to serve the Island’s air
traffic needs over the next 15 years.

Jim Bodden, Minister of Tourism at the time,
with his “don’t-bother-me-with-problems; let’s-get-it-done” atti-
tude was clearly the driving force behind the design and con-
struction of the most prestigious development of the day.

Architects Chalmers Gibbs Martin Joseph were appointed
to undertake the design, and it fell on the shoulders of young
architect Arek Joseph to deal with the Government of the day, as
well as take instructions from the formidable Jim Verran who
was then the Director of Civil Aviation, to be succeeded by
Sheldon Hislop. The architect’s design team was assembled and
included Ray Mclntyre, John Martin, and Jerry Sibley, who
administered the construction stage of the overall project.

Arch and Godfrey were awarded the construction contract
and in recalling the project, Arek Joseph notes that “a proud
highlight was that the entire complex of the new terminal, Civil
Aviation offices and control tower, parking, external works, air-
side ramps, and associated infrastructure was completed on
time, on budget and without, as far as I can remember, any of
the conflicts so common to such large projects.”

The “A-frame” that greets arrival passengers has become a
familiar symbol offering a message of welcome to a modern
place with traditional values. Chalmers Gibbs current Managing
Director Wil Steward reflects, “The existing ORIA Terminal
design is a tribute to the founders of modern Cayman, but it was
past time to embark on the planning of a facility which will
serve the next phase of our Island’s growth.”

In the wake of Hurricane Ivan, the Cayman Islands
Airports Authority (CIAA) determined that the time was right
to begin the process of expansion, rather than investing in
major repairs to a damaged and now-outdated Owen Roberts
International Airport.

In 2005 necessary repairs to the existing terminal were car-
ried out in order to keep it functional during the interim.
However, master planning studies moved quickly forward to
assess the changes required to accommodate today’s larger air-
craft, meet projected increases in passenger loads, and incorpo-
rate changing international security requirements.

Embarking on the task of expansion, Chalmers Gibbs
joined forces with architects Reynolds, Smith & Hills of
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Jacksonville, Florida, a firm with offices throughout the United
States, specializing in airport design and master planning.

The stated objectives of the project were to renovate and
expand the terminal to provide travelers with a state-of-the-art
facility sufficient to accommodate use projections for the next
10 to 20 years.

The current master plan will expand the existing building to
more than 165,000 square feet, more than double its current
area. The new design will increase ticketing areas, and increase
the size of the arrival hall and departure lounge. It will provide
passenger bridges for simultaneous boarding of multiple aircraft
during all weather conditions.

Consistent with current trends towards increasing in-termi-
nal services, food and beverage as well as retail concessions areas
will be considerably enlarged, helping in part to fund and main-
tain the expansion. The new terminal will offer improved safety
and security as well as provide separate domestic passenger hold-
ing and baggage claim areas for traffic between the Sister Islands.

The first phase of the expansion project will be completed in
2010 and will require a major intervention in the arrangement of
the existing terminal over the next three years. The renovations to
the “landside” parking areas, currently under way, are the first
stages of this work. John Martin, Chalmers Gibbs principal
responsible for the project, likens the renovation process as being
“similar to open heart surgery while keeping the patient at work.”

However, temporary inconvenience should be a small price
to pay for Cayman residents and visitors to see Owen Roberts
International Airport evolve into a modern, spacious, and con-
venient passenger terminal. €3
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Giving you extraordinary coverage for your property.

%unique access to global marketing, strategic development,
420 offices world-wide and an unparalleled heritage, history &
clientele through Sotheby’s International Realty and the Auction Houses.
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Arch and Godfrey
(Cayman) Ltd.
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TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

IN CONSTRUCTION

Arch and Godfrey has established itself as a leader in the Cayman Islands’ construction
industry since 1972. The Company has gained an exemplary reputation through client
satisfaction, superior workmanship and by meeting commitments on time and within budget.
Arch and Godfrey's services include cost planning, construction and project management, Phone: 345-949-2370
design build, and general contracting. In addition, special services are provided to meet the 345-949-8785

Fax: 345-949-7491
particular needs of each client. E-mail: info@arch-godfrey.com



FINEST PROPERTIES

FINEST STAFF

FINEST SERVICE

38 Butler

PROPERTIES

MEMBER CIREBA
Butler Properties currently represents the following
new luxury condominiums in the Cayman Islands:

THE BEACHCOMBER
THE BLUFFS AT PEDRO
CARIBBEAN CLUB
[VORY SANDS
THE RENAISSANCE
THE RESIDENCES AT THE RITZ-CARLTON
SOUTH BAY BEACH CLUB
AND OTHER FABULOUS INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

(345) 946-7888

WWW.BUTLERPROPERTIES.COM




